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WATER AND WASTEWATER OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING  
10:00 a.m., Wednesday April 1, 2015  

920 2nd Avenue, Suite A, Marina CA 93933 (FORA Conference Room) 
 

AGENDA 
   

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
Individuals wishing to address the Committee on matters within its jurisdiction, but not on this 
agenda, may do so during this period for up to three minutes.  Comments on specific agenda 
items are heard under that item. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

a. March 4, 2015 WWOC Meeting Minutes  ACTION 
    

6. BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

a. Water Augmentation Presentation to the FORA Board –  
Follow-up Questions & Answers ACTION/INFORMATION 
 

b. Draft FY 2015/16 Ord Community Budget ACTION/INFORMATION 
i. Update from MCWD Board Budget Workshop INFORMATION 

 
c. Groundwater Sustainability Act & Agency Formation ACTION/INFORMATION 

 
7. ITEMS FROM MCWD 

 

a. Rate Payer Advisory Committee INFORMATION 
 

b. Ord Community Annexation INFORMATION 
 

c. Seaside County Sanitation District Negotiations INFORMATION 
 

8. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 15, 2015 

For information regarding items on this agenda or to request disability related modifications and/or 
accommodations please contact the Deputy Clerk 48 hours prior to the meeting.  

Agendas are available on the FORA website at www.fora.org. 
 

http://www.fora.org/
http://www.fora.org/


 
 
 

FORT ORD REUSE AUTHORITY 
WATER/WASTEWATER OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 | FORA Conference Room 

920 2nd Avenue, Suite A, Marina CA 93933  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
FORA Assistant Executive Officer Steve Endsley called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. The 
following were present: 
 

Committee Members: 
Mike Lerch, CSUMB 
Steve Matarazzo, UCSC 
Melanie Beretti, Monterey County 
Elizabeth Caraker, City of Monterey 
Rick Reidl, City of Seaside 

 

Others Present: 
Patrick Breen, MCWD 

  Bill Kocher, MCWD 
  Bob Schaffer, MCP 
  Chris Placco, CSUMB 
  Ken Nishi 
  Beth Palmer 
  Peter Le 
 

 

FORA Staff: 
Steve Endsley 
Crissy Maras 
Jonathan Garcia 
 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Assistant Executive Officer Endsley led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
None  

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
None. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
a. February 18, 2015 WWOC Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION: Chris Placco moved, seconded by Elizabeth Caraker, to approve the meeting minutes. 
MOTION PASSED: Unanimous  
 

6. BUSINESS ITEMS 
MOTION: Melanie Beretti moved, seconded by Rick Reidl, to take Business Items 6b through 6e 
before 6a. 
MOTION PASSED: Unanimous 
 
b. Rate Payer Advisory Committee – WWOC Recommendation 

In FORA Board Ord Community budget review, the Board recommended that MCWD create a 
rate payer advisory committee to provide input to MCWD on rate payer issues. The WWOC can 
recommend members, but as an MCWD committee, MCWD would be the final arbiter as to 
committee membership. WWOC member Mike Lerch recommended that membership include 
CSUMB (Mike Lerch), US Army (Fran Coen, Clark Realty Capital), Marina out of District 
boundaries (Paula Pelot) and Seaside out of District boundaries (no one specifically named). 
 
The WWOC monitors the MCWD facilities agreement with FORA and does not necessarily 
represent Ord Community rate payers. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

c. Groundwater Sustainability Act & Agency Formation 
The Groundwater Sustainability Act went into effect January 1st and sets up a timeline when all 
water basins in the state must reach sustainability. The WWOC will continue to monitor this 
item as a part of its work program. 
 

d. Ord Community Annexation 
MCWD is working with LAFCO on a Municipal Services Review. This item, and item 6e, could 
both be potentially resolved through the LAFCO annexation process. 
 

e. Seaside County Sanitation District Negotiations 
SCSD and MCWD are negotiating the conveyance of wastewater generated on former Fort Ord 
lands within the Cities of Seaside, Monterey and Del Rey Oaks city limits to the MRWPCA. 
MCWD and SCSD successful negotiations on service area boundaries could expedite the 
annexation process through LAFCO. Seaside is preparing a feasibility study to determine 
technical issues that may exist. After necessary corrections, the draft study will be shared with 
the Committee.  

 
a. MCWD Water Augmentation Program 

i. MCWD Presentation to FORA Board 
Interim MCWD General Manager Bill Kocher provided a draft power point presentation that had 
incorporated previous Administrative Committee comments. He explained that he would be asking 
FORA Board approval for moving forward with 10% designs for a 2,700 afy desal project. MCWD, 
working with Denise Duffy & Associates, has reviewed all of their previous environmental studies 
and planning, and has taken individual components of each to be possibly utilized for this proposed 
project that could be expandable as needed. 
 
Committee members asked questions about project costs, rate payer costs, other methodologies 
being considered, and joining other groups who are also working on augmentation projects. Mr. 
Kocher explained that these questions would be answered through the 10% design process. 
 
Mr. Endsley noted that FORA would prepare a power point that would provide an overview to the 
FORA Board and introduce the MCWD power point. MCWD will incorporate the WWOC comments 
and suggestions in addition to the Administrative Committee edits prior to the Board presentation. 
 

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
None  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Endsley adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 



Questions heard at the March 13th FORA Board meeting – MCWD Water Augmentation Program 

1. Edelen: Where are the wells located? Will they interfere with the Cal-Am project? 
A: Not sure yet, possibly at the Ord office or near the Cal-Am slant well. 
 

2. Edelen: Is MCWD coordinating with Cal-AM? 
A: Not yet 
 

3. Beach: Where is the $500K coming from? Is the $24M FORA funded? 
A: $500K coming from Ord Community water rates. $24M included in FORA CIP, but not allocated 

to this project – it’s allocated to some future FORA Board approved augmentation project. 
 

4. Lucius: Is the $24M in the bank today? 
A: No. With no identified water augmentation project, the FORA Board decided to spend 

development fees in other areas, e.g. habitat management, transportation, fire-fighting, etc. A 
regular set aside could be earmarked should the Board so desire. 

 

5. Parker: Is the FORA $24M the total project cost? 
A: No. Total project cost will be determined through the 10% design process.  
 

6. Beach: If the $500K is rate payer funded, why are you asking for FORA Board approval? 
A: $500K will be in the Ord Community budget, which goes through the WWOC for 

recommendation to the Board. Before spending that amount of money to study desal, MCWD 
wants to make sure the Board in theory agrees with that direction. 

 

7. Morton: How many Ord Community rate payers will pay for the $25K conceptual plan? 
A: There are 4000 Ord Community connections. The planning process would be paid by rate payers. 

Any resulting augmentation project would be paid for by a combination of rate payers, 
developer fees, capacity charges and grants, with overarching bond financing and/or low 
interest loan funding likely. 

 

8. Morton: Is the brackish water pumped from the 180 foot aquifer? 
A: Yes. 
 

9. Morton: Cal-Am indicated they would be pumping from the 180 foot aquifer. Is the 180 foot 
aquifer the same as the Cal-Am slant well?  

A: No. 
 

10. O’Connell: Is it true that the Ord Community rate payers cannot vote for board members or run 
to be a board member? 

A: Yes. MCWD is currently working with LAFCO to remedy this issue through the annexation 
process. 

 

11. O’Connell: Is a Prop 218 election required if the rates increase? Will the rate increase extend into 
Marina? 

A: Any time there is a rate increase, a Prop 218 process is required. No rate increase is expected as 
a result of the 10% design project. Once known, MCWD will try to obtain Prop 1 funds, low 
interest rate loans, and other types of monies to fund the overall project costs so rate increases 



may not be necessary to cover those project costs. Central Marina will not experience rate 
increases tied to a water augmentation project. 

 

12. O’Connell: Where are we in the annexation process? 
A: Application submitted to LAFCO, but subsequently SCSD submitted an application. MCWD and 

SCSD must work out boundary issues. 
 

13. Haffa: What is the current allocation available for development and Fort Ord? What are the 
projected needs and is there a deficit? 

A: BRP required total 9,000 afy for total build out – 6,600 afy groundwater and 2,400 afy 
augmented water. The Army retained some of the 6,600 afy, the rest was allocated by FORA to 
the jurisdictions who in turn allocate the water to development projects within their 
jurisdiction. The 10% design is a planning process to answer these questions and others.  

 

14. Oglesby: What is the FORA/MCWD requirement to provide water to Fort Ord residents whether 
there are rate payers or not? 

A: BRP requires 9,000 afy. Most of the 6,600 afy groundwater has been allocated to projects. It is 
now time to plan the 2,400 augmented portion. 

 

15. Morton: Of the 9,000 afy total required, how much is the Ord Community currently pumping? 
A: Approximately 20% of the 6,600 groundwater afy is being currently pumped. A graphic has been 

devised that shows the amount of groundwater being pumped, allocated, and entitled. 
 

16. Parker: Is recycled water still being considered? 
A: Yes. MCWD is still in negotiations with MRWPCA regarding use of the purple pipe installed in 

General Jim Moore Blvd. Although, a singular desal plant could be cheaper.   
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